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NEWS AND NOTES 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the New England Modern 
Language Association was held in Jacob Sleeper Hall, of Boston 
University, on May 12, 191 7. The morning session began shortly 
after ten o'clock. The president, Mr. Joseph S. Ford, aptly 
opened the meeting by quoting from Benjamin Franklin : 

"I would therefore offer it to the consideration of those who 
superintend the education of our youth, whether, since many 
of those who begin with the Latin quit the same, after spending 
some years without having made any great proficiency, and what 
they have learned becomes almost useless, so that their time 
has been lost, it would not have been better to have begun with 
the French, proceeding to the Latin, etc., for though, after spending 
the same time, they should quit the study of languages and never 
arrive at the Latin, they would have acquired another tongue 
or two, that, being in modern use, might be serviceable to them in 
common life." The following reports were then made: 

Report Of the Secretary 

The secretary is glad to report a healthy condition of affairs. 
The Association has now five hundred and twenty members. 
Seventy-five members are in arrears for one year. The names of 
those who have not paid their membership fees for more than one 
year have been removed from the list. Seventy-seven new mem- 
bers have been added. Forty-nine members have been lost, 
through non-payment of dues, resignation, or death. The large 
increase in membership is partially due to the admission of the 
new Vermont Group, which has a membership of thirty. 

Two hundred and sixty-two members have subscribed for The 
Modern Language Journal, thus exceeding our guarantee by 
sixty-two. 

At their fall meeting the board of directors adopted the plan 
of a budget for the expenditures of the several groups. The 
officers of the groups have in general kindly co-operated in keeping 
their expenses within the limits. It was with great pleasure 
that the board officially admitted a new group to be known as the 
Vermont Group, organized largely through the efforts of Profes- 
sor Skillings of Middlebury College. Professor Skillings was 
elected first chairman of that group. 
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Your secretary was appointed to represent the Association 
at the meeting of delegates from New England educational 
organizations which was called on November 11, 1016, by the 
New England Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
At this meeting he voted with the minority, not to have all the 
associations meet on the same day, in the same place, and in the 
autumn. This he did in view of the fact that by our constitution 
the annual meeting must be held on the second Saturday in May. 
When the individual groups think best, it is possible for them to 
hold their fall meetings jointly with the other New England 
organizations. The Boston Group did this in 1916. 

At the spring meeting of the board of directors it was voted to 
postpone the publication of the Bulletin until September, because 
of the difficulty of getting it out soon enough after the annual 
meeting to reach members before they scatter for the summer. 

The secretary regrets to report the failure of the Teachers' 
Bureau. A large number of teachers (more than one hundred) 
have registered, but not a single call for a teacher has been received 
this year, in spite of the fact that the organization was widely 
advertised among the superintendents and high-school principals 
of New England. It is doubtful whether it is expedient to spend 
more money for printing and advertising. 



Report of the Treasurer 
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Balance, May 13, 1916 


$184.17 


Postage 


$ 44.00 


Advertisements 


95.00 


Expenses of Groups 


57-27 


Tickets for luncheon 


37-95 


Repaid to Journal 


230.00 


Bulletins 


"•75 


Dues to Federation 


10.00 


Dues 


493.00 


Expenses of Journal 


6-75 


Dues for the Journal 


242.00 


Membership committee 


4-39 






Rebates 


2.50 






Bulletin of 1 9 1 5-1 9 1 6 


269.00 






Office equipment 


3-5° 






Stationery 


59-85 






Papers of College Board 


7.80 






May luncheon 


42.90 






Speakers 


31.00 






Expressage, telephone 


1.25 






Typewriting 


3-90 






Librarian 


4-5° 






Secretary-treasurer 


50.00 




$1,062.77 


$828.51 


Balance, May, 19 17 






234.26 



$1,062.77 



92 The Modem Language Journal 

The reports of the secretary-treasurer, the librarian, and the 
chairmen of the groups (read by title) were accepted. 

Professor Busse, business manager of the Modern Language 
Journal, reported a flourishing condition of that new venture. 

It was voted that the Association express its approval and 
appreciation of the work done during the first year by the officers 
of the Journal, and cooperate indefinitely in the publication of 
this review. 

Professor W. A. Adams, of Dartmouth College, chairman 
of the committee appointed at the annual meeting in May, 
1 916, to investigate the desirability of changing the annual 
place of meeting in alternate years, reported the result of the 
canvass. One hundred and twenty-six members opposed the 
change, and one hundred and fifteen voted for it. 

Professor A. K. Hardy moved that the directors consider 
whether, merely as an experiment, the Association might hold 
meetings at places other than in Boston. This motion was 
carried, but after considerable discussion a vote to reconsider 
was passed, since the majority of members who had expressed 
their opinion were opposed to the change. It was then moved 
that the question be referred to the board of directors for further 
consideration. This motion was lost. 

The president appointed the following nominating committee 
for officers for 1917-1918: Professor Bierwirth, chairman, 
Miss Helena M. Corey, and Mr. Charles W. French. 

Professor Donald Clive Stuart, of Princeton, opened the general 
subject of the papers in French and German of the College 
Entrance Examination Board with an address on the point of 
view of the reader on the Board. 

The following subjects were then discussed: 

1. "What value shall be given to translation?" by Professor 
Everett Sknlings. 

2. "Could a better way for the testing of pronunciation be 
evolved than the one now followed?" by Mr. Paul T. Christie. 

3. "Should not dictation form one part of the examination? 
Would not a correctly written dictation, being an aural test, 
imply a fairly accurate pronunciation?" by Miss Henriette C. 
Brazeau. 
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4. "Should power in composition be tested by ability in formal 
translation from English into German or French, or by original 
composition on given simple topics?" by Miss Bertha Vogel. 

5. "The tolerances," by Mr. Paul H. Linaberry. 

Professor George T. Files was to discuss the subject of grammar, 
but was prevented from doing so. 

The address and discussions will be found on the earlier pages 
of the Bulletin. 

The nominating committee made the following report for 
officers for the year 191 7-1 9 18: 

For President, Professor Robert H. Fife, Jr., Wesleyan Univer- 
sity. 

For Vice-Presidents, Mr. Joel Hatheway, High School of 
Commerce, Boston; Professor W. A. Adams, Dartmouth College; 
Miss Mary V. Young, Mount Holyoke College; Miss Ella M. 
Robinson, High School, Lawrence, Massachusetts; Professor 
Roscoe J. Ham, Bowdoin College. 

For Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Bertha Vogel, South Boston 
High School. 

For Librarian, Professor James Geddes, Jr., Boston University. 

For Editor of the Bulletin, Doctor Francis K. Ball, Boston. 

For the Board of Directors, with term expiring in May, 1920, 
Doctor Paul Lieder, Smith College; Professor Frank Vogel, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Miss Mary Stone Bruce, 
Boston. 

The secretary was instructed to cast one ballot for these officers, 
and they were declared elected. 

After passing a rising vote of thanks to President Murlin and 
Dean Warren for their kind hospitality in inviting the Association 
to meet in Jacob Sleeper Hall, the meeting adjourned at half past 
twelve. There were one hundred and twenty-five members 
present. 

Luncheon was served in the Gamma Delta room of Boston 
University. Miss Frances B. Wilson and Professors Fife and 
Files composed the entertainment committee. 

Samuel M. Waxman, Secretary-Treasurer. 
The Bulletin of the New England Modern Language Association 

Modern Language work in the Boston public schools has been 
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reorganized this fall. A new program of study, planned by the 
Modern Language Council of that city, is being instituted. Mr. 
William B. Snow, headmaster of the English High School, is 
chairman of the Council which consists of the heads of departments 
of language in the high schools and of the modern language 
teachers of the intermediate schools. Miss Marie A. Solano, 
a specialist in Spanish, is the supervisor of the intermediate 
school work and has charge of the teaching of foreign languages 
in the Boston Normal School. A modified form of the direct 
method will be used. Much attention will be given to oral 
practice and objective teaching. It is planned to have a pupil 
study the language chosen — French, German, Italian or Spanish — 
for three years in the intermediate school and to continue that 
language three years in the high school. The greatest problem 
to be solved seems to be that created by a scarcity of trained 
teachers of languages for work in the lower schools. Teachers 
without experience are required to take special training for one 
year in the normal school in methods of teaching languages. 
On passing an examination in oral use of the language, these 
teachers will be appointed for a two-year term, after which a 
second examination must be successfully taken before permanent 
appointment is granted. — Bulletin of High Points, New York City. 

Mrs. Isabelle M. Day of the English High School, Lynn, Mass., 
is the writer of the article, "Quick Correction of Quiz Papers" 
appearing in the October number of The Journal. The managing 
editor regrets that he was unable to trace the authorship in time 
for publication. In order to avoid its happening again, he requests 
that contributors be sure to set their names and addresses 
on all manuscripts sent him. 



